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PVA National President Presents Annual Testimony

On Thursday, March 6, Randy L. Pleva, Sr., National President of Paralyzed Veterans
of America (PVA), presented PVA's annual testimony before a joint hearing of the
House and Senate Committees on Veterans' Affairs. This was President Pleva's fourth
year testifying on behalf of PVA and America's veterans.

As an aside from his written testimony, President Pleva told the members that he was
17 years old when he joined the United States Marine Corps, and like all service
members, he was willing to fight for, and give his all for his country. President Pleva
continued to discuss the sacrifices made by our service members and asked the
members of Congress that when making legislative decisions, to remember that a
veteran is a veteran.

In President Pleva's written remarks, he discussed the recommendation of The
Independent Budget (/B) for FY 2009. The /B recommends an increase of $3.7 billion
over the FY 2008 operating budget for health care, and approximately $1.6 billion above
the Administration's FY 2009 request. President Pleva’'s full of written remarks were
submitted for the record.

PVA Conducts its Annual Advocacy-Legislation Seminar

Each year representatives from every PVA chapter travel to Washington, DC to attend
the Advocacy/Legislation Training Seminar. This year, the seminar was held March 3-6,
ending with the annual Congressional reception on Capital Hill. The seminar consists of
presentations from the Government Relations staff, members of Congress,
congressional staff and Administration officials that prepare the attendees for visits with
their members of Congress.

More than 70 chapter representatives attended this year's seminar along with PVA's
Executive Committee. During the first day of the seminar, introductory remarks were
provided by PVA's National President Randy L. Pleva, Sr., Homer S. Townsend, Jr.,
Acting Executive Director, Maurice L. Jordan, Deputy Executive Director, and Douglas
K. Vollmer, Associate Executive Director for Government Relations.

This year's keynote speaker, Deputy Secretary for the Department of Veteran Affairs
(VA) Gordon H. Mansfield, discussed his work for and with PVA in various positions

<

PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA
Government Relations Department

801 Eighteenth Street, NW = Washington, DC 20006
(800) 424-8200 = (800) 795-4327 TTY = www.pva.org

i3






