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PVA Testifies on Paralympics and Wheelchair Recreation

On March 13, Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) testified before the House Veterans’
Affairs Subcommititee on Economic Opportunity. The hearing focused on Paralympic
programs managed by the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) and how they are
assisting service members and veterans to heal from the wounds of war. The hearing also
provided an opportunity for PVA to offer its views on rehabilitation through sports and
recreation for severely injured service members and veterans. Perhaps no veterans’

service organization understands the importance of sports as a rehabilitation tool more
than PVA.

Since its founding in 1946, PVA has recognized the important role that sports and
recreation play in the spinal cord injury rehabilitation process. As such, PVA is a co-
presenter of the National Veterans Wheelchair Games. PVA also conducts a Shooting
Sports Program and Boating and Fishing Program, as well as sponsors tournament series
with the National Wheelchair Pool Players’ Association and the American Wheelchair
Bowling Association.

PVA emphasized that “in the past five years, PVA has conducted significant outreach at
Department of Defense (DOD) and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) hospitals.” It was
pointed out that last year PVA was recognized by the staff at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center for our important work with the men and women being treated at that facility.

PVA expressed particular concem about the VA-USOC Paralympic Military Program,
Specifically, we hope that direct health care dollars will not be diverted to fund this
program. We believe funding for this program should be done separately from direct
health care funding. PVA also stressed hopes that this arrangement will not impact the
memorandum of understanding between VA and PVA to support sports and recreation
opportunities for severely disabled veterans.

Finally, PVA believes that it is critically important to remove barriers to participation in
sports and recreation events. In fact, VA and DOD should facilitate outreach efforts of
legitimate organizations promoting sports and recreation opportunities by improving their
access to newly injured veterans. This would allow PVA to get more severely injured
service members involved in programs that can make a significant difference in their
rehabilitation.
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