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Paralyzed Veterans Testifies Before House Veterans Affairs Economic
Opportunity Subcommittee

On April 16, the House Veterans® Affairs Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity held a
hearing to review thirteen bills that address the needs of returning service members.
Chairwoman Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) expressed her concern that the
govemment must be ready to provide the best health care, education, and support for
members of the armed forces and their families when they return from duty.

Two of the bills, H.R. 4883 and H.R. 4884, address the VA home loan program. H.R. 4883
would prohibit foreclosure of property owned by a service member for one year following a
period of military service. H.R. 4884 aims to increase the maximum home loan guarantee
amount and reduce the home loan lending fees. PVA testified in support of both of these
bills.

Another timely bill that would help some servicemembers being deployed was H.R. 3298,
the “21% Century Servicemembers Protection Act.” This legislation would allow a service
member to terminate a service contract without paying a penalty or fee when they are
deployed. Current law provides protection for residential and automobile leases and this
bill expands these protections to cover service contracts such as cellular phones, utilities,
cable TV, and internet access.

Chairwoman Herseth Sandlin and Ranking Minority Member John Boozman (R-AR)
introduced another education benefits bill, H.R. 5684. PVA generally supported the
provisions of the bill. The legislation would increase the amounts of basic educational
assistance under the Gl Bill. However, the bill precludes service members serving in the
National Guard and Reserves from taking advantage of these improvements. For this
reason, PVA prefers S. 22, the “Post 9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act,”
introduced by Senator Jim Webb (D-VA). S5.22 is modeled after the Gl Bill which allowed
many veterans to afford college after returning from World War I1.

PVA also supported H.R. 5664, a bill that calls for the VA to regularly update specially
adapted housing “plans and specifications” furnished to the veteran by the VA. PVA
testified that the VA is not responsible for providing plans and specifications to veterans
who are eligible for the Specially Adaptive Housing (SAH) grant. The VA provides
assistance to the veteran through application of ideas presented in the Handbook for
Design: Specially Adapted Housing (VA Pamphlet 26-13). PVA told the Subcommittee
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